July 2021

President 6s Juydo2zher f or
by Clint Brooks

Probably by the time you read this the Knights Joust will be upon us or

already completed. Hopefully you can come out and participate,

support and just have a good time. If the moment has passed, many

thanks in advance for the help and support to make the contest

happen. | 6m going to predict success
true.

It appears the new park fee structure is now in place for future contest
reservations. The latest official process is to use a website portal to
reserve the park area needed. | registered and tried to use it as a test,

but it is a woefully inept system and did not cover all the bases the

parks have usage cases for. The webpa ges appear to be an alpha test
phase at best, certainly not ready for deployment. Since we are fixed
for 2021 right now, | didndét waste an
group wanted to get a December field reservation, but it appears to be
bombing out for any progress to get one. The Park office no longer
allows in person reservation requests and payments, so there is a bit of

a stalemate there.



| did get some response, finally, from Partners @ LA County Parks

requesting some more detailed information as a omrsopnortingo f
user based on the application | submi
know i f 1itds a good idea to clarify t

let the ignorance pass on. It may be cheaper in the long run to let it go.

| thin k the conversation about model airplane clubs and related

activities will ramp up once we get past the ice breaker point and they

realize they need crafted input to have an intelligent reservation system

with regards to the flying field area and what goes on there. I
forward to some meaningful conversation with someone on that side to

answer all the gnawing questions we have.

And lastly, | am advised by Park Supervisor David Jallo the grass pilot
circle project is still in work, waiting for the ACOE approval to proceed.
Keep your fingers crossed it comes home in 2021, but plan accordingly

as if it might not.

Keep on Flying!!
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The Calenda r

August 10" Knight & meeting at Fullerton Airport @ 7PM

From Al Hhewslgtterr \Weshave received no additional contest dates or
confirmations since last week's issue for events already projected. That's where
full details --and official literature for several upcoming contests --were available.

August 28 -29 Knights' Joust: Whittier Narrows  --Combat and Precision Aerobatics
September 25 -26 Meet & Meat: Woodland -Davis Field --Precision Aerobatics

October 10 or 9-10 (TBD) Hi Johnson Memorial: Apollo XI Field --Carrier and
Precision Aerobatics

October 23 -24 Golde n State Stunt Championships: Madera Airport --Precision
Aerobatics

November 6 -7 Las Vegas Stunt Challenge: Bennett Airfield  --Precision Aerobatic
November 13 -14 FAI (F2D) Combat Contest: ~ Whittier Narrows 71 Unconfirmed

November 14 Tony Naccarato Memorial: Apollo XI Field --1/2A +Small Engine Fun -
Fly & ???

December 12 Toys for Tots, CL Component: Whittier Narrows --Speed & Racing,
Specialty Events

Blast from the past



Pretty much near the dead cemer of California sits Madera, a
small city that mostly serves the local agricultural community. If
you doa’t nced gas or food, Madera is one of those towns you can
easily drive through on the freeway without paying much notice.
But Madcra owns and operates 3 really nice airport. It's & small
girport with no tower, so if you fly in, be sure to have your radio
tuned 1o UNICOM/CTAF: 122.8 ASOS: 134,725

Four years ago, the PC Flyers took over as Host Club of the
Golden State Stunt Championships. The contest had been held on
Clovis School District grounds for a number of years, but the
distnct was becoming difficult to work with. Given that, we
decrded to ook for an alternative site. After looking at the airport,
and talking with the airport manager and the city engineering
office, it was decaded to move the contest site about 30 miles
northwest to the City of Madera Airport

The city graciously welcomed the GSSC to use the airport,

7ﬂ’1 Annual
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and they had been absolutely wonderful 1o work with during the
application process, Besides that, the airport is a great site at
which to fly—very mice, open, smooth asphalt with enough room
for three circles and ample pit arcas. To top it off. you can pull
your car right up to the asphalt, park, unload, and carry your stuff
no more then 20 feet 1o set up! All of the the pilots seem to love
the site

Planning for the 37" Annual GSSC had been going on for
months, but | was getting wormed that attendance was going to be
seriously down, The GSSC is blessed with some of the world's
best CLPA pilots attending, but they were going to be busy this
year. The weekend prior to our event, the F2B World Team Trials
was taking place im Houston, and talk of, “Can’t get away two
weekends in a row”™ was being heard. But then | started getting
emails, and my fears were alleviated. The word was out—
Howard Rush and Brett Buck, along with the newly crowned
2016 World Team, consisting of Paul Walker,
Orestes Hemandez, and Dave Fitzgernald, would
be making the show!

On Thursday, October |5, we began setup
Even though [ was delayed getting to the awport
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Jotr Cabanting gels raady 12 fual Bs
PA G powniac Rabe P52 Wik a
contest vetaran, the Hape.stored very
well dwring nppeamnca judgeg
Massey photo

Ornaten Hormandoz (L) is joinod by s Feed anc feliow Coban, Ouvaldo Campos, who comon &tm
Southgrn Cafamis 1 comgits 1 e GSSC. Photy oy Omstes Homandez.
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by 2 blowout on my trailer, our setup crew had one circle ready
for practice by noon. Shortly thereafter all three were ready. For
the rest of Thursday, and all day Friday, everyone had a chance to
test their plancs in the wind, air density, and altitude o get ready

Saturday moming, after a few pilots grabbed some quick
practice flights, we began Classic and Old-Time competition. In
the Old-Time circle, judges Paul Walker and Alan Resinger
assumed their positions, and the first flight was off. In the end,
Old-Time was won by Bob Whitely with a score of 314.75 with
his Double Star .60-powered Humongous. John Wright, flying his
ST .60-powered Big Job, scored 306 points o place sccond, and
Ray Firkins with his 0.S. 25-powered Ringmaster scored an
impressive 298 to place third. Anyone who says you can't land a
Ringmaster without bouncing needs to watch Ray land his. Very
nxe!

Over in the Classic circle, judges John Wrnght and Joan Cox
had a lot going on. With winds blowing in the low teens, and
gusts to the high teens, some pilots were having second thoughts
and opting to “live o fly another day,™ but not most of the flicrs

Even with the winds, some pilots were pulting in impressive
flights, well into the mid-500s. At the end of the day, Gordan
Delany, flying his PA 61-powered Apierix, scored an impressive
$70 1o capture the top spot. Very close behind in second was
Steve Harns with his Hawker Henter pulled by o PA .65, Steve
scored a 568.5. And just behind Steve with a score of 566 was
John Callentine flying his PA .61-powered Rabe P51

How bad was the wind? Ask Uncle Jimby. During the Classic
proceedings T watched him chase his LA . 25-powered Feno all

over the circle on more than one occasion, yet he somehow
managed to get through the overheads! There's something to be
said for more power when flying in the wind.

With the day's flying done, everyone headed back to the bost
hotel. It's a short drive, about one mile total from the flying site,
to the hotel parking lot. Thanks have to go out to the Hampton
Inn & Suites for the welcome they gave our group. We got to
bring in our own caterer and hold our Saturday night banquct in
the hotel lobby, and the appearance judging just across the hall in
the hotel meeting room, all at no extra charge, It really works out
well-—~get back, shower, then simply go downstairs for
appearance judging, hospitality time, and dinner. | love that
place!

I want to express a heartfelt thank-you to P.T. Granderson. |
called him just a few days before the weekend whining, about
losing one of my Saturday night appearance judges. He very
graciously agreed to give up his weekend and come to work with
Ray Firkins that night, Thank you, Phil!

After our dinner of chicken, tri-tip, and Concours cake, we
presented the awards 10 our Ol-Time and Classic winners. Next
up, Paul Walker honored us by being our guest speaker. He gave
a very interesting alk, detailing the trim process he went through
getting his E-flite 32-powered Predator ready for its winning
performance at the Nats. After that, we had our raffle and then
most trudged off to bed; Sunday was going to start carly

The airport allows us 1o fly from dawn to dusk, so by 6:30
a.m. with the sun coming up, those wanting to get in an extra
practice flight were at the ready, and the flying began. With Old-
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Sunday moming appearance judges

Ray Firking (L), and Bl Swan (R)

notioe somebing on Fred Stafey's e
Shark 45; well at loast ¢ seems Ray

has, Bill just noticed the camera,
Photo by Pete Curha

Time and Classic behind us, Sunday gets to host
the four PAMPA classes: Beginner
Intermediate, Advanced, and Expert. With 42
scheduled competition flights on the day’s
docket, we had reason to get going carly, But
there was another reason; a storm front was
moving through that was threatening rain and
wind. We could look to the northeast and see
some very dark ominous clouds forming against
the Sicrra Nevada range

Shostly after our 8 a.m. pilots” mecting, the
official flights began, The winds were already
kicking up, making Saturday's mid-teen wands
ook “breezy™ by companson .. And blow it
did, all day long. But most of the experts had
figured out that the winds at the airport are
“smooth™ winds. It blows across a very large
open space with no buildings, trees, or other
obstacles to cause urbulence. (1 sull don't like
15-20 mph wind, however smooth or not!)

It's amazing to watch the hikes of Walker
Fitzgerald, Hermandez, Rush, Buck, and some
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around the board as Bill walked out with score sheet in hand
and wrote down 603.3! Everyone erupted!

What a flight, what a day, and we still have one more to go.
All eyes were now on Howard (no pressure. right Howard?),
and he flew one great flight. The question? How did the judges
see it! Again, the crowd had to break and make room for Bill as
he came forward with score sheet in hand to post @ 94— good
enough to win at many meets, but not against this bunch, and
not on this day. Everyone was talking and laughing, realizing
that they had just seen Brett Buck Kick some World Team butt!

Over in Advanced, Brett Buck and Chris Cox had their
hands full judging some very good fliers. Osvaldo Campos, 2
friend of Orestes, won with a great score of 491.5, (Sorry
Osvaldo did not enter any data as to plane and powerplant.)

OMG, how fas1? CD

not fiving now. B

pholn

Placing second with a score of 489.0 was Ethan Chen, flying
his Saito A40-powered Cavalier. Brian Moore, flying his SV-11
with a Stalker .60, placed third with a score of 477.§

We had a good tumout in Intermediate, too, with Howard
Rush and Bob Swan having scven entrants to judge. Driving up
from the San Diego arca, Charles Carter claimed first place
flying his TF Score, powered by an ST G31. Charles's score
was a great 474.5—a very impressive score considering that
the plane does not qualify for appearance points. Coming in
right behind Charles was Utah’s Roger Kramar, flying his
outstanding KI 61 Tony powered by a Saito .72, Roger flew o
457.5. Placing third was Dennis Nunes with a 447.5. Dennis
did the deed with his ST .60-powered Circulas

We managed to have one Beginner this year. The PC Flvers
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Charles Canter kooks on as Bl Swan posts the latest score. Charkes is haping his

siare koeps

s competiiors’ scores lower than his. Charles won Intecmediate, so

ya'know £ must have workad! Massey phato.

own Greg Metzger flew lus O.S. . 35-powered Magician to a
score of 216.3. Greg's performance was judged by Bob Swan,
Charles Carter, and Brian Moore. With the progress Greg has
been making, we look for him to be challeaging Charles Carter
next year in Intermediate

One of the highlights of the GSSC 18 the Pilots™ Choice
Concours Award, Ballots are given out carly Sunday with
instructions to turn them in carly afternoon. This year was a
very difficult choice for the pilots. Both Gordan Delany and his
friend. Roger Kramar, brought almost identical Tonys! How, oh
how can we decide? There were a fow calls for two “best of
awards that day. But as | counted the votes, one Tony managed
10 best the other, if only by a mere six votes. | judged that
enough to determine a winner. Gordan Delany was presented
the Pilots, Choice Concours Award, and his picture will adorn
next year's Concours Cake at the banquet

With the pilots packing and driving away, the PC Flyers
sighed a big sigh of relief and started the tear-down, The PC
Flyers are a great team, and working together we had the
flashing barriers down, tables and popup tents packed, and all
of the gear stacked back in the trailer for the ride home within
a few hours, My brother, Mike, comes down from Oregon,
supposedly for a fun weekend, but always seems to get his tail
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worked off. As in the past few years, he was my Chief Pit Boss
and Weigh-in Master, for both days. Thanks, Bro!

As you all know, no one person puts on these events, and
this onc was no different. The GSSC would not be what it is
without, in no special order, the following individuals: Bob
Swan, Barbara Swan, Bill Swan, and Norm Gayer, who
together run registration and tabulation; Chuck Milsap, who
spends Friday, Saturday, and Sunday cooking hot dogs and
hamburgers for everyone: Doss Porter, who, in between stints
was seen whittling balsa props for his rubber-powered planes
and wondenng where the combat circle is, runs errands when
needed: and Gary Rosa, who put together our raffle this year,
without which we would not have wound up in the fiscal black!
And of course the entire PC Flyers club, whose members
magically appear when work needs to be done, and then get it
done

Now it’s time to rest and start making notes to improve the
2016 GSSC to be held mext year on October 13-16! If you've
never been to the GSSC, you should plan on it. This is as close
to secing the Nats as you can get, without going to it. (Should
we be the West Coast CLPA Nats?) And Doc, no, 1 can't pay
your way. See va' s

—Brian Massey



Abowe: John Wright hokes s battle-scarmad Merco 65-powered Magnum, a veteran of many contests, and stil a greal-ooking aimlane. Massey photo

Below: There wiss a whole lot of labulating gang on &l weekend! And thanks 1o the eforts of the PC Flyers own Nom Gayer and Barbara Swan. # got done. Massey
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Rghl: Mite Massey manages & smie daspite having 1o run aliof the
pits and baing the Safety Officer for the GSSC. And he thought he
was Invied down to Caliornia 10 have fun! Ha! Massey photo

Below: Frad Stayley holds his ST-80-powered Shark 45. Fred few a
great patiern in Advanced. Massey photo

Right: Jim *Undle Jmby" Aron finally discavers the
source of his problems. His E-Flight 32-powered
Systema has a hole in ?he botiom. Maybe that's
whern the elecirors have boon leaking cut?
Massey phole
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Secretary's Report

Meeting Minutes Regular Club Meeting July 13, 2021
AFI Pilot Training Center Fullerton Airport

Meeting called to order at 7:03pm by President Clint Brooks
Officers present - President Clint Brooks, Treasurer Larry Renger and Secretary
Mike Alurac

Attendance 06 12 members attending while maintaining Covid safe protocols and
social distancing.

A quorum was met.

Pledge - No guests this evening.

Show & Tell

Mike Alurac & Mike showed a Dawson Big Block Foam Combat plane built and
purchased by the 6 packs from Jeff Dawson out of Texas. Powered by a Nelson
36 from the Nelson 36 Combat 2014 build engine #66 of 100 built by Henry Nelson
for this was what w as believed at the time to be the last run of this engine. This
plane and set -up was the 41 ' Annual Bladder Grabber 2019 Third Place winning
plane Mike used to place 3rd in this prestigious national event held in Snohomish,
WA.

Steve Mancella 6 Control | i nes purchased off of Amazon



Larry Renger 0 RSM P51 Mustang partially built for 15 sized IC engine. Lots of
goodies, spinner and landing gears in the box. All for sell!

Mike Meadows & Vintage Winder Kit bought at Pegasus. T  he leading edge was
missing out of the box. He managed to have another one that worked and plans to
power this with a Fox 35.

Bill Maywald @ Bill brought in some of his building aids such as the leading edge

Jig for construction and assembly of the F2D M onoboom he constructed out of
extruded polyethlene routed to fit the leading edge and mounted to an aluminum

plate. The leading edge foam cores are cut on a taper and hollowed out. To

ultimately be covered with his carbon fiber caps he has had constructed for this
project. He also showed the sanding drum tool he constructed to sand and form

the muffler bed. It gets chucked up into a drill press and the leading edge exhaust
block gets easily sanded to form the muffler bed.

Also shared was Knight Russ Wilco  x's amazing Nats accomplishment of taking 3
first place combat finishes all in one day! Only Richard Stubblefield has been
known in recent history to win three combat events in once day! Congratulations
Russ Wilcox!

Treasure's Report 8 Expenditures of $232.95 were paid out. The balance was
read aloud to all in attendance by Larry Renger. We are staying financially healthy
with no real income and still well in the green!

Old Business d Picking up from the last meeting, Joust awards a nd budget were
discussed. John Wright, our Joust CD expressed interest into customized coffee

mug awards. A rough draft budget was formulated with approximately $1000 for
awards, food, park fees, combat supplies and AMA Sanctions. Expected income

is hoped to fully cover these expenses.

A motion by Treasurer Larry Renger was motioned for an awards budget of $500
and was seconded by John Wright. Discussion was held and a vote with all in
present in favor to pass this motion.

Combat pilot center circles par  k info is still pending at this time.

New Business 0 After discussing the upcoming proposed park rates, we penciled

out some scenarios and have come to the conclusion that we will need to

increase our entry fees. Especially as the park has significantly raised it's rates to
the point of nearly closing all of our activity down. After much discussion, John

Wright suggested a $40 first event entry fee with $10 per additional event. Inline

with and much like the rates we experience at other contests us Knigh ts travel to.



John Wright made a motion to adopt new contest rates at the suggested amounts
mentioned. Discussion was held and a vote held with once again all in favor
passing this motion. Larry Renger will update the Joust flyer to these new rates.

Further discussion was held to look at expenses for the upcoming F2D Money

Nats Cd'd by Bill Maywald in November. An international F2D combat contest is
planned and expected to draw in contestants from around the country along with
international competitors  for the highest level of combat in the nation!
Approximately $480 in costs are estimated at this time. We tied in the Money Nats
awards to the Joust coffee mug order and ordered coffee mugs awards for this
exciting event. Bill has held in years past out in Riverside at a soccer field venue
he once had access to. This time his contest to be hosted and sponsored by the
Knights. We will be looking for all hands on deck for timing and judging etc. Bob

and Arlene Mears are coming in from Lubbock, Texas to run th e contest scoring
and round matching. Let Bill know if you can help lend a hand!

Meeting adjourned by President Clint Brooks at 8:43pm.



