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LET’S BE CAREFUL OUT THERE 

 
 
 
 
President's Message – Nov. 2020 
 

KOTRC 2020 Holiday Luncheon  

The Knight’s held their holiday luncheon Saturday December 5th at Wings Café at 

the Fullerton Airport. With a fair amount of 20 folks joining us in a spectacular 

sunny day in the low 70’s, we were able to pull off a rather informal and Covid safe 
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event. 

It was uncertain if the event would even be held until one final push at the last 

meeting to do something over nothing. A vote was overwhelming passed for a 

club holiday function in compliance with the state’s mandates presently in-place. 

The restaurant staff was very accommodating by seating us at individual tables in 

small groups of 4 per table. So it goes without saying that they were 

appreciative of our business right before our governor plans to close down 

restaurant indoor/outdoor seating of any type in the Southern portion of our state 

slated for this Sunday evening Dec. 6th, 2020.  

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 



Outgoing President Mike Alurac receives his recognition plaque.  

   

  Secretary Clint Brooks receives his recognition plaque. 

 

 

 

 



Presidents 2020 Annual Achievement Award Winner  

 

Russ Wilcox pictured above proudly display his President’s Annual Achievement Award at the 
Fullerton Airport at the Knight’s holiday luncheon.  

May you join the many fine folks receiving this honor in the years 
proceeding you.  

President’s Annual Achievement Award Winners are recognized with a 
piano grade finished perpetual plaque containing 12 name plates.  

Russ joins the ranks of these many fine folks pictured at right.  

As a club tradition, the last recipient of this award gets to keep the 
perpetual plaque with the 11 year previous winners listed as the name 
plates are filled in.  

Warren Walker completed the previous plaque in 2007 and proudly 
displays it for all to see at his phenomenal man-cave.  

2008-2019 President’s Annual Achievement Award perpetual plaque 
listing many fine Knights of years past.  

At the Holiday Luncheon the 2020 President’s Annual Achievement 
award winner presentation was held recognizing a standout club 
member that has exemplified Outstanding Achievement and Overall 
Club Participation.  



This year’s winner is... Drum roll please...  

Russ Wilcox!!!  

As a longtime club member and former 1/2-A Nats Jr. Champion, Russ 
exemplifies the competitive winning spirit to be deserving of such an 
award. He managed to to have an extremely competitive year and has 
ranked near the top of the MACA overall Top 20 in 2019 and 2020!  

Congratulations Russ Wilcox!  

 

  
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Calendar 
 
With luck there will be a Knights meeting at Fullerton Airport 1-12-21 @ 
7PM 
 

 
Editor's Notes:   Help us note events by telling me at the meetings or via 
email.  Thanks to Charles Johnson and Al Hieger for all the information 
they publish. 

 



Blast from the past   

 



               



               
  

 



 

 
 



 
 

 



     



               
  

 
 

Vacation In Paradise 

 

 
         Last week, Diane & I, were up North at The Allergretto Resort in Paso Robles. 
Since I knew there was a terrific Aviation & Automotive Museum in the area, I 
contacted the manager at the facility shown above. In my opinion, it is one of the 
best museums I’ve visited. 
          When we arrived, along with two friends of ours, I elaborated on my 
credentials to Ken, the manger and we were immediately treated like royalty. 
 
 

 



 
         

           He was kind enough to allow us into their C47 that flew to Dunkirk, last year, 
for the anniversary of the invasion. That’s Diane & our friends, Ed & Alecia in the 
fuselage above.This vehicle is not normally open to the public, but Ken made an 
exception when Diane explained how her dad, a Colonel in the South African 
Airforce, often allowed her to travel in it, when he used it as transport from his 
base. 
        Then, he was kind enough to invite us to their monthly dinner, that evening. 
 

 

 
                                                                                        

                           
Above, is one of the many outdoor exhibits, an F-16 Airforce fighter. 
The above noted dinner was awesome. The guest speaker turned out to be a 
young lady Aerospace Engineer, Diane Barney, that flies her own Stearman 
Biplane. Turns out she met my good friend Dr. Kendall Wagner (AMA Full Scale P-
51 Lady Alice), when she went to Hawaii to honor the men who died on the 
Arizona. The details of her exploits, I’ll save for a future article.  



                      

 
Next, we visited the associated Auto Museum. Here is one of the many vehicles on 

display there. 
 
 
 
 

 
I’m sure you will have no trouble recognizing a young Norma Gene. 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As I know you will recognize the daring young man in the bumper car. 
I have many more photos to share of the interior of both museums; which we will 

save for next time. 
                                      Until then, a Happy and Healthy Thanksgiving to all. 

                                                     Joel Chesler 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
November 2020 KOTRC Club Meeting Minutes 

 

Submitted by Clint Brooks;  2020 club secretary 

 

11/10 Meeting called to order by President Mike Alurac at 7:00 PM 

10 members were present that included 3 club officers.  (Alurac, Wright and 

Brooks) 

 

 

 

Show and Tell 

• John Wright had a nicely finished profile Stearman biplane based on the old 

Sterling kit.  Built by Lonnie Cope, John came into possession of it recently. 

Equipped with a McCoy .19, John flew it once and found the engine 

compression had faded to nothing at the end of the flight.  Proposed rework 

to a McCoy .35 was indicated for further attempts at flying the model.  

• Mike Meadows again brought his Goldberg Shoestring stunter, now finished 

with an overall base coat of Cub yellow.  Also with Mike was a new in the box 

“Contestor” .60 size ignition engine obtained at the Long Beach Veterans 

Stadium swap meet I believe. 

• Mike Alurac had another Yovenko slow combat model sporting a venturi he 

had fabricated using a lathe obtained from Larry Renger.  Also in his 

possession was a nice Johnson .36 combat engine. 



• Larry Renger had a foam profile R/C model of the Douglas A-4 Skyray that 

was the beautiful 1950’s Navy delta wing jet.  Using a pusher electric motor 

mounted near the CG, the model featured mixed control elevons.  Mounted 

to the underside was one of the smallest R/C receivers I have ever seen.  

Apparently the performance is stunning-wish we could have flown it there! 

 

• Franco Garetto showed a design for a 1/2A powered control line autogiro he 

is planning to scratch build.  He was looking for a source for materials to use 

for it.  Should be an interesting model to fly. 

• Clint Brooks had packed his truck for free flight the following morning and 

showed the AMA Electric A/B class free flight competition model design 

called the Super ‘J’.  This model uses a 350 watt 2,000 Kv outrunner with 

folding 8 x 4.5 prop.  Three cell lipo for energy with electronic timer for 

motor run time and tail pop-up for dethermalizer.  Model has a 495 square 

inch wing and weighs 14.5 ounces ready to launch.   

• Howard Doering had a 1/2A speed model featuring a single bladed prop, 

monoline and tuned pipe.  Setup is capable of 44,000 RPM.  Also features a 

ground contact fuel shutoff to save the model from destruction should the 

prop strike the ground in flight. 

 

Old Business 

• Investigation into the status of the club charter with AMA reveals KOTRC 

current for 2020 with no outstanding issues. 

• 2020 Christmas party discussion continued with a motion made to hold it at 

the Wings café at Fullerton Airport on Saturday December 5th.  Motion was 

passed and an email notification and flier was planned to be distributed in 

the following weeks. 

 

 

Treasurer Report 

Mike Alurac gave an overview of the club current financials for the month.  The 

club is still very green as there have been no new expenses due to the covid 

impacts and money paid to the park to reserve the field for 2020 contests has 

been refunded, so no significant changes from October. 

New Business 

• A request to the WN park management has been made to install (2) 12 foot 

diameter pilot pads in the combat area, based on a request from the park to 

provide proposals for improvements.  It was agreed a cost estimate by 



KOTRC would need to be developed and approved by the club prior to any 

effort utilizing club funds to construct, if the park approves of the project. 

• 2021 nominations for club positions are as follows: 

Treasurer-Larry Renger will assume this role voluntarily. 

Secretary-Clint Brooks will continue in this role for the second year. 

Vice President- Greg Pawloski will continue in this role (not present at the 

meeting) 

President-nominations are still open.  Clint Brooks volunteered for the role 

provided someone assumed the secretary role.  This was declined for now.  

Rich Redhead was then nominated (in absentia) by Mike Alurac and seconded 

by John Wright and Larry Renger.  Further discussions were tabled for the next 

meeting to allow coordination with Rich Redhead for acceptance of his 

nomination. 

Formal discussions ended and the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 by President 

Alurac. 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


